Partition of free dolichol in human urine.
We have demonstrated that dolichol is present in the urinary supernatant. Most of the dolichol present in the supernatant seems to be associated with cellular debris or membrane fragments. The amount of sediment in healthy subjects correlate well with the volume of urine. Although it is illogical to express urinary dolichol relative to urine volume, a good correlation between the amount of sediment and urine volume has made its use justifiable. Because of the presence of a substantial amount of dolichol in the supernatant, it seems better to use uncentrifuged whole urine as the sample for measurement of dolichol.